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Five Democrat and Republican Senators who support contra military aid said March 4 that they
would attempt devising their own $32 million aid package by building on elements of the Democrat
$30.8 million aid plan defeated by the House March 3, and a Republican alternative discussed at that
time. Delivery of all US aid previously authorized by Congress ceased Feb. 29. The group of Senators
is led by Nancy Kassenbaum (R- Kans.), member of the Foreign Relations Committee. The other
four are Richard Lugar (R-Ind.), also a member of the Foreign Relations Committee; David Boren
(D-Okla.) who heads the Intelligence Committee; John McCain (R-Ariz.), and Bob Graham (D-Fla.).
According to the senators, the package would provide for the immediate release of $32 million in
unspecified "humanitarian" aid, and would establish an expedited procedure for both the House
and the Senate to take up a request from the president for additional contra aid if and when he
believes it is necessary. The guarantee of an expedited vote for a future aid request by the president
is unacceptable to virtually all Democrat liberals. Over the weekend, Reagan spoke with Rep. Robert
Michel (R-Ill.) and Sen. Boren about producing a contra aid package. On March 7, Reagan clearly
implied the administration's intent to seek renewed military aid in a speech to the Veterans of
Foreign Wars. "It's time for Congress to show that it knows you can't have real peace negotiations
when one side has helicopter gunships and the other has bandages," Reagan said. In the speech,
Reagan accused the House backing down at the threat of communism in Central America. He said
that defeat of the contras would inflict "a grave strategic defeat" on the United States. "The VFW
understands this, the communists in Central American understand this, the Soviets understand this.
It's time that Congress understood it, too." Johanna Schneider, a spokesperson for Michel, told the
New York Times the package would probably include two key elements of an earlier Republican
version of the Democratic initiative. The CIA, not the Defense Department, would be charged with
distributing the aid. Next, if the cease-fire talks collapsed, the president would be guaranteed a vote
on a request for more aid later in the year. Any new aid request could face parliamentary obstacles
in the House. Thus, said Schneider, Republican leaders assume that the measure would come up
first in the Senate, where it could be attached as a rider to another bill, such as one providing extra
funds for veterans' programs. (Basic data from several sources, including New York Times, 03/08/88,
03/05/88; Washington Post, 03/08/88)
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